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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA

New Administrative Building, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Madame Cama Road,
Mumbai 400 032, dated 23rd February 2023.

NOTIFICATION

No. SEC/VPE-2022/ C.R. No 12/ D-8, Dated 20th February, 2023.—In exercise of the powers
conferred by Article 243 K and 243 ZA of the Constitution of India, the State Election Commission
has been entrusted with the responsibility of conducting elections to local bodies in the State in a
fearless, free and transparent environment ;

AND WHEREAS, section 10 sub-section (1) (b) of the Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, 1958
reads as follows- Every village shall be divided into such wards as (the State Election Commission
or its authorized officer may prescribe) and the number of members of the Panchayat to be elected
from each ward shall be such (the State Election Commission or its authorized officer may prescribe)
as prescribed ;

AND WHEREAS, the said provision has been replaced vide the amendment in Maharashtra
Act No. 22, dated 11th March, 2022 which states that “In section 10 sub-section (1) clause (b) of the
Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, the term “State Election Commission” is mentioned twice,
which shall be substituted with the term “State Government with the approval of the State Election
Commission” ;

AND WHEREAS, the State Government by its order dated 17th January, 2023 has issued the
programme of Ward Formation for newly formed Village Panchayat and for the Village Panchayat
whose term expires during the period from J anuary, 2023 to December, 2023. In the said order, as per
clause 5.5, it is stated that “after approval by the State Election Commission or any officer authorized
by it, the Collector shall give wide publicity to the draft notification.” Also as per clause 8.3 of the
said order, it is stated that the Collector after being satisfied that the final ward formation has been
done in accordance with the provisions laid down, shall submit the final ward formation and maps
to the State Election Commission or any officer authorized by it, for approval ;

AND WHEREAS, as per section 10 (1) (b) of the Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, the power
for the ward formation and to provide number of members of the Village Panchayat and to reserve
seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Backward Classes of Citizens and Women as per Section
10 (2) has been delegated by the State Election Commission vide its order dated 27th January, 1995
to the concerned District Collector ;

AND WHEREAS, the State Government has delegated its powers under section 10 of the
Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, sub-section (1), clause (b) (ward formation and number of
members) to the concerned District Collector vide its Order dated 17th January, 2023.

NOW, THEREFORE, the State Election Commission, in the exercise of its powers under Section
10A (4) of the Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, 1958 along with other powers vested in the State
Election Commission in this regard, hereby partially amends the Schedule Part 1 of the order dated
27th January, 1995 as follows.
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Schedule
PART-1
Maharashtra Village Panchayat Act, 1958.
Serial No. | Sections, Sub-sections and Clauses of the Act. Officer of the State Government
(1) (2) (3)
1 Section 10, Sub-section (1), clause (b) for division Divisional Commissioner
of a village into wards

By order of State Election Commissioner,

K. SURYAKRISHNAMURTY,
Deputy Secretary,
State Election Commission, Maharashtra.
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